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One once said, “An eye for an eye will make the whole world 
blind”. An eye for an eye – a concept as old as time itself, 
speaking for the desire for justice, for balance in the face of 
injustice. But is justice truly served by inflicting an equal wound 
for a wound? If I give you my eyes and my perspective alone, 
how will you learn that there are other ways to see the world? 
As we immerse ourselves in Michael Kvium’s solo exhibition, 
we’re compelled to ponder these questions.  
 
Human figures are meticulously staged against monochrome 
backgrounds and grey skies; each accompanied by a prop, 
whether it be a swimsuit, a skull, a blue rubber glove, or an 
eyeball – each laden with profound symbolism. The 
interpretation and contextualization of these props are left to the 
viewer’s discernment.  
 
Central to the narrative of the seven oil paintings on display is 
the concept of reciprocity – a belief that those who cause 
suffering should experience an equal measure of it themselves. 
Yet, as viewers delve deeper into Kvium’s work, they are 
confronted with the futility of this notion – the realization that 
vengeance only begets more suffering, ultimately leading to 
emptiness and despair. 

 
 
 
 
 
At the heart of the artist’s exploration lies the concept of 
perspective – how we perceive the world around us and how 
our perceptions shape our reality. Through his work, Kvium 
delves into the notion of shifting viewpoints, where objects take 
on different meanings depending on the observer. This interplay 
between subjectivity and objectivity catalyzes introspection, 
prompting us to question our assumptions and biases. 
 
Rather than providing answers, Michael Kvium’s works in An Eye 
For An Eye invite us to embrace uncertainty and ambiguity, 
encouraging us to explore the nuances of the human experience. 
Through minimalistic compositions yet evocative imagery, Kvium 
creates space for contemplation – a space where emotions are 
stirred, and thoughts are provoked; a chance to see the world 
through the eyes of the artist. 
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Red View, 2024 
Oil on canvas 
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Balance, 2024 
Oil on canvas 
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Oil on canvas 
125 x 120 cm (49,21 x 47,24 in) 
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A Pair, 2024 
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MICHAEL KVIUM 
_______________ 
 
Born 1955 in Horsens, DK 
Lives and works in Spain and Denmark 
 
 
EDUCATION  
 
1979- 85 The Royal Danish Academy, Copenhagen, DK 
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The Shade of White, BGE Contemporary Art Projects, Stavanger, NO  
Michael Kvium - Summer Exhibition 2017, Horsens Art Museum, Horsens, DK 
Think Bigger, Trapholt Museum of Modern Art, Kolding, DK 
 

2016 Saligia, Kunsthalle Göppingen, Göppingen, DE 
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2014 Painter’s Nest, NILS STÆRK, Copenhagen, DK 
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2013  La Vida, Centro de Arte Contemporáneo Wifredo Lam, Havana, CU 
Real Monsters, Kunsten Museum of Modern Art, Aalborg, DK 
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2004 Silence, Rogaland Kunstmuseum, Stavanger, NO 
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2003 Eye Fall, DCA Gallery, New York, NY, US 

Deep Forest, Horsens Art Museum, Horsens, DK 
 

2002 The Wake, DCA Gallery, New York, NY, US 
Bidrag til Bedrag, Galleri Franz Pedersen, Horsens, DK 

 
2001 Nieuwe Schilderijen, Galerie Hof und Huyser, Amsterdam, NL 

Maleriets Rum, Galleri Brandstrup, Oslo, NO 
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Short Stories, Faurschou, Copenhagen, DK 
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Black Nose, DCA Gallery, New York, NY, US 
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Circus Humanus, ARoS Aarhus Art Museum, Aarhus, DK 

 
1996 Omstendige Historier, Galleri Franz Pedersen, Horsens, DK 
 
1995 Double Pain, DCA Gallery, New York, NY, US     

Domestic Scene, Faurschou, Copenhagen, DK 
Basic Rhythm, Vejle Art Museum, Vejle, DK; Kunsten Museum of Modern Art, Aalborg, DK 

 
1994 Natural Paintings, Muka Gallery, Auckland, NZ 

The Art Unto Sickness, Horsens Art Museum, Horsens, DK; Nordic Art Center, Sveaborg, FI 
 
1993 Global Dwarf, Galleri Susanne Ottesen, Copenhagen, DK 

The Art Unto Sickness, Galleri F15, Moss, NO  
 

1992 Arvtagerbilleder, Franz Pedersens Kunsthandel, Horsens, DK 
 Chorós, South Jutland Museum of Art, DK 
 
1991 Livogdødelleringentingtil, Galleri Specta, Aarhus, DK 

Chorós, Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek, Copenhagen, DK 
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1989 Overflodsbilleder, Franz Pedersens Kunsthandel, Horsens, DK 
 
1988 Re.Kvium, Galleri Prag, Copenhagen, DK 

Papirvirus, West Zealand Art Museum, Sorø, DK; Horsens Art Museum, Horsens, DK 
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2023 IN CLAY AND PAPER, Killi-Olsen & Kvium, Trapholt Museum of Modern Art, Kolding, DK; Bomuldsfabrikken Kunsthall, 
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 Silvers in the Void, MAMOTH, London, UK 
 
2020 Duo Exhibition with Michael Kvium and Christian Lemmerz, Tang Contemporary Art, Bangkok, TH  
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Utopia, Rogaland Kunstmuseum, Stavanger, NO 
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Stockholm Art Fair 95, Faurschou, Stockholm, SE 
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Cityslang, Kunstforeningen, Copenhagen, DK 
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Nordiskt Önskemuseum, Gothenburg Art Gallery, Gothenburg, SE 
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Kirsten and Palle Diges Fonds 25 års Jubilæumsudstilling, Kunsten Museum of Modern Art, Aalborg, DK 
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Focus, Gl. Holtegaard, Holte, DK 
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